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UNCLASSIFIED 

PAGE 01 RIO DE 01855 200705Z 
ACTION ARA-14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-00 EB-08 /023 W 

095520 210349Z/64 

R 191928Z APR78 
FM AMCONSUL RIO DE JANEIRO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6136 
USDOC WASHDC 
INFO AMEMBASSY BRASILIA 
AMCONSUL SAO PAULO 

UNCLAS RIO DE JANEIRO 1855 
E. O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EMIN, BR, BENC 

SUBJ: MAJOR PROJECT: TROMBETAS BAUXITE 

REE.: STATE 098274 


Message Text 


1. LATEST AVAILABLE INFORMATION FROM MINERACAO RIO DO NORTE 
(MRN) IS THAT DECISION ON TROMBETAS ALUMINA PROJECT HAS BEEN 
DEFERRED. MRN SOURCES ARE UNCERTAIN WHEN FINAL DECISION WILL 
EVENTUALLY BE MADE ON PROPOSED 800,000 MTPY ALUMINA PLANT. 

2. COMMENT: IN SEPTEMBER OF 1977, MRN PRESIDENT IDALMO MOURAO 
STATED THAT AN ALUMINA PLANT WOULD BE BUILT AT TROMBETAS, BUT 
MENTIONED NO DATE FOR PROJECT INITIATION. SINCE THAT TIME, 

PROJECT HAS BEEN UNDER ACTIVE - BUT, TO DATE, INCONCLUSIVE - 
DISCUSSION WITHIN COMPANY. (FYI. MAJOR TROMBETAS PARTNER, 

COMPANHIA VALE DO RIO DOCE (CVRD) IS BELIEVED TO BE UNWILLING 

TO MOVE FORWARD ON TROMBETAS ALUMINA PLANT WHILE CONCURRENTLY 
UNDERTAKING OTHER LARGE ALUMINA/ALUMINUM PROJECT (ALBRAS/ALUNORTE) 
IN AMAZON AREA.) RESOURCE OFFICER WILL KEEP DEPARTMENT INFORMED 
ON EVOLUTION OF PROJECT. 

DEXTER 
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